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Order
In the Matter of Coronavirus/COVID -19 Impact on Hearings
From November 1, 2021, Through January 28, 2022
By requesting and agreeing to participate in an in-person hearing at the Iowa Division of
Workers’ Compensation (DWC), you consent to the conditions of the workplace
environment at that location. Limiting close face-to-face contact with others is the best
way to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus, according to the federal Centers for
Disease Control (CDC). Social distancing means keeping a safe space between
yourself and others who are not members of your household. To practice social or
physical distancing, the CDC recommends you stay at least six feet away from others
who are not members of your household, in both indoor and outdoor spaces.
The hearing rooms at the DWC offices are not large enough for individuals to observe
the social distancing guidelines as recommended by the CDC. Communal restrooms
and waiting room spaces are used by staff and members of the public, resulting in an
inability to guarantee observance of social distancing guidelines in these areas as well.
The surfaces in the hearing rooms, including the table tops and chairs will be wiped
down with a disinfectant spray before every hearing. A mask will be provided by DWC
upon request if you do not bring one. Parties are encouraged to mask, avoid touching
your face with unwashed hands, and frequently wash your hands with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds. If you will be testifying at the hearing, you will have the option of
wearing a clear plastic face shield while you testify so your face can be observed during
your testimony. A clear plastic face shield will be provided by DWC upon request if you
do not bring one.
If you are sick with COVID-19, have symptoms consistent with COVID-19, or have been
in close contact with someone who has COVID-19, please contact the agency to make
alternate arrangements for your hearing.
Please be aware that you may be risking exposure to COVID-19 by attending an inperson hearing at the DWC offices, 150 Des Moines Street, Des Moines, Iowa.

